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After three days of paper presentations, delaying everyone's progress toward a 
wine reception and a ceilidh, reasonable people would prefer not to become a 
captive audience for a dense technical lecture. So this talk isn't one.  Instead it offers 
some reflections on why anyone should propose to be a linguist -- what the point of 
it is -- and other professional issues that are (or should be) salient for anyone who is 
completing a postgraduate degree in Linguistics and English Language and thus is 
on the point of becoming a linguist.  

The issues include how to answer people who ask what linguistics even is and why 
anyone should want to study it; what the results and contributions of the subject 
are; what its prospects for the future are; what professional linguists' lives are like; 
and what uses and applications and importance linguistic research has and will 
have. I have had the interesting experience of working at two careers: five years as a 
professional rock musician and 45 as a linguist.  I will argue that in at least seven 
ways the two jobs are not as different as they might at first appear. But I will also 
argue there are at least seven reasons why one of them is more enjoyable and 
satisfying than the other.  

Academics, as is well known, display a striking tendency to go on too long, and to 
repeat themselves. (How do you get a senior male professor to do 15 minutes of 
exposition?  Show him a card that says "FIVE MINUTES LEFT.") Rock musicians, 
on the other hand, know when the song has to end.  (This does not apply to drum 
solos, of course. Nothing sensible applies to drum solos.) This presentation will be 
kept relatively short.  Really.  Despite the striking tendency of academics to go on 
too long, and to repeat themselves. 


