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Polarity is a highly debated topic in the languages of the world because of its powerfulness, and 

true polarity is at least rare if not non-existent (Bye 2010, de Lacy, 2012). Apart from reporting 

polarity in Tenyidie (Angami), this research also examines the observation that tonal 

alternations in the language apparently show a new type of polarity where one feature is polar 

to a feature of another type. Here we present an alternative analysis of this apparent polarity in 

terms of OCP-driven tone insertion in a non-parallel model of grammar. 

Tenyidie is a Tibeto-Burman language spoken in Kohima, Nagaland, in north-eastern 

India. Tenyidie has four level tones – Extra High, High, Mid, and Low (Blankenship et al, 1992; 

Meyase, 2014). Featural representation of tones have been argued for in the literature by the 

likes of Yip (1980) and Pulleyblank (1986); and Tenyidie tones fit into Yip’s model as in (1). 

 

(1) Featural representation of Tenyidie tones following Yip (1980).  

Register +Upper –Upper 

Pitch/Tone +high –high +high –high 

Tone in Tenyidie Extra High /e̋/ High /é/ Mid /ē/ Low /è/ 

 

A class of suffixes in Tenyidie is underspecified for [±high] and we see the polarity 

pattern here. In (1), the suffix /lie/ is specified [–Upper], but the unspecified [±high] is derived 

in accordance to the ± value of the [±Upper] in the stem, which is the observed polarity. 

(2)  vő  liè “to go” + IMP  sá  liè “to repeat” + IMP 

  [
+𝑈𝑝𝑝𝑒𝑟

+high
] [

−Upper
−ℎ𝑖𝑔ℎ

]   [
+𝑈𝑝𝑝𝑒𝑟

−high
] [

−Upper
−ℎ𝑖𝑔ℎ

] 

  prū   liē “to jump” + IMP  lè   liē “to go down” + IMP 

 [
−𝑈𝑝𝑝𝑒𝑟

+high
] [

−Upper
+ℎ𝑖𝑔ℎ

]   [
−𝑈𝑝𝑝𝑒𝑟

+high
] [

−Upper
+ℎ𝑖𝑔ℎ

]  

The data here can be seen as a rule in (3) using the alpha notation (Gregersen, 1974). The 

novelty here is that the alpha rule applies cross-featurally. 

 (3)  [
−Upper

ø
] → [

+Upper
αhigh

] / [–αUpper] _____ 

We propose the reanalysis of this phenomenon by using Clements’ (1983) tone features, 

which are essentially like Yip’s, except that the features in both the hierarchical tiers are the 

same (H and L). Here we assume strata (Bermudez-Otero (2018)) and propose that and OCP 

violation of L-L in the first stratum leads to an H insertion, which then moves to the next tonal 

tier to give the suffix a full tone status as is shown in (4). 

(4) . + . → . . → . . (Low + suffix)  

 L  L  L   H L  L L 

 L    L   L H 

     (Stratum I)  (Stratum II) 

Although the H-tone hence originated on the register tier, it is associated on the tonal/pitch tier 

to fully specify the underspecified suffixes. 
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